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Aughrim (1691) and they ultimately surrendered at Limerick. Ire-
land was conquered and its people accepted William III and Mary as
their joint sovereign.

Williafn with France. Before William accepted the crown of Eng-
land, he had been resisting the ambitious designs of Louis XiV of
France who wanted to extend his territories by conquering Holland
and Belgium. As a shrewd statesman and champion of the Protes-
tant States, William had formed a League known as the League of
Augsburgs to weaken the aggressive policy of France. The great
consideration which had led William to accept the throne of England
was his keen desire to make use of the ample resources of England
against France. William became all the more determined and sworn
enemy of France when he learnt that Louis had refused to acknow-
ledge him as the sovereign of England and was zealously supporting
James II and trying to restore him to the English throne. Under
these circumstances William had no alternative but to declare war
-against France.

In the beginning the French fared better. The combined Eng-
lish and Dutch fleets were defeated at Beachy Head (1690). The
French were, however, defeated off La Hogue in 1692 and naval sup-
remacy of England was firmly established. On the land William was
defeated in the battles of Steinkirk and Landen (1693) but William
captured the fortress of Namur in 1695 which was the most remark-
able victory of the war. The war came to a close by the Treaty of
Ryswick (1697) by which the parties restored their conquests and
Louis recognised William as King of England and promised not to
support the cause of James II. Aggressive policy of Louis received
a great set-back.

William and War of the Spanish Succession. William built up
Grand Alliance against the throne of Spain and France in which Eng-
land was to take the leading part. His life mission had been to
crush the rising power of France and its aggressive policy in order
to maintain the * balance of power' on the continent of Europe. Wil-
liam died before the war could begin. His vigorous policy against
France and the organisation of the Grand Alliance of several Euro-
pean powers to checkmate the ambitious designs of Louis XIV were
eminently successful in giving a strong set-back to the ambitions of
France on account of its great reverses in the War of Spanish Succes-
sion. This restored not only the 'balance of power' in Europe but
also made England a great naval, colonial and commercial power and
she ranked second to none among the powers of Europe. England's
glory and greatness on the conclusion of the Treaty of Utrecht was
due to the bold and vigorous foreign policy of William III.

Q. Give a brief account of the rise of the Party System and
Cabinet Government or Constitutional progress in the reign of
William m and Queen Anne. Or,                              (RU. 1955)

"The reign of William in is an important landmark in the
growth of the Cabinet System/' Explain.

In 1679 a Bill, known as the Exclusion Bill, was  moved  by